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Prof. Rao, Badrinath J.D.

Silencing Dissent, Stultifying Minds: The Politicization Of Education In India

With 65 percent of its population below the age of 35 and a median age of 28 years, India has

an enviable, youthful demographic profile. To cater to the growing needs of its youth population, its
education sector has grown tremendously in recent years. 37.4 million Indian youth are enrolled in 981
universities, both private and public. While access to quality education across all segments remains
elusive, arguably, the politicization of education ranks as the most critical contemporary challenge
facing India. Since 2014, when Hindu nationalists assumed office, education has come under sustained
political attack. Several ominous trends, all aimed at silencing critics and furthering a Hindu
majoritarian agenda, have emerged. Hindu nationalists have targeted progressive universities and left-

leaning academics, hounded them with false charges of sedition, physically assaulted them, and, in
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instances, murdered scholars and writers. They have also carried out a relentless campaign to rewrite
textbooks, falsify history, and purge all topics that interrogate their majoritarian claims. The Hindu
nationalist administration has introduced revivalist subjects like Vedic mathematics and astrology
alongside baseless assertions about the putative achievements of ancient Indian science. It funds
spurious ‘research’ projects on the medicinal value of the cow’s urine, while a large contingent of
poorly paid, temporary faculty languishes in precarity and desperation. Critical scholarship, dissenting
voices, and independent thinking have no place in the academy. What matters is the mindless

valorization of India’s Hindu heritage and the vilification of minorities and the lower castes.

Based on a critical analysis of the major educational initiatives of the state, such as the recently

announced New Education Policy, this paper offers four arguments. First, the manipulation of all levels
and aspects of education is unfolding in the backdrop of a neoliberal model of development marked
by the privatization of public goods, record levels of accumulation for the super-rich, and a surge in
inequality and insecurity. Second, the politicization of education betokens the state’s desire to create
a pliant citizenry that acquiesces in its Hindu nationalist agenda and serves zombie-like in subservient
roles. Third, the escalating violence on campuses, the consistent denial of funding and infrastructure
to schools and colleges, and the lopsided priorities of the new education policy all underscore the
state’s reluctance to provide an education that empowers and fosters human capabilities. An educated
workforce capable of critical thinking poses the threat of a popular revolt, a prospect the state abhors.
Fourth, collective action by enlightened sections of the civil society to redress the aberrations of

academia is the only way forward.

Dr. Miri Baum

Self-marginalization or self-empowerment? The Cultural Complexities of Studying English

among TEFL students

In the last 30 years, there is controversy surrounding the academic discipline and practical work of

TEFL (Teaching English as a Foreign Language). On the one side are postcolonialist scholars who
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of “linguistic imperialism”, claiming that it endangers the cultural ideals, ways of life and indigenous
languages of other countries. English-learners in the "expanding circle™ countries (Kachru 1990),
such critics claim, are in danger of experiencing dependence, inferiority and self-marginalization as a
result of its ascendance (Phillipson, 1992, 2001; Pennycook, 1994, 2007; Kumaravadivelu, 2006;
Seidlhofer, 2003; Rudby, 2009.) On the other side are SLA (Second Language Acquisition)
researchers who have focused on the agentic aspects of L2 learning, the deliberate investment of the
learner in a resource which s/he perceives as useful and meaningful to her/him (Norton and Toohey,
2001; Block, 2007; Kramsch, 2012; Freeman, 2007.)

My talk will present some results from an ongoing research project exploring the meanings with
which Israeli English student-teachers invest the English language and the culture they associate with
it. The research is based on 31 in-depth interviews with students from various backgrounds. |
demonstrate that while the attachment to English does seem to involve, for some of my interviewees,
a measure of distancing from and criticism towards their native culture, the more prominent effect is
one of self-empowerment. The students successfully appropriate various facets of the English
languaculture for the enrichment of their self-identity, which remains fundamentally rooted in the
local habitus, both familial, geographical and religious (Jewish, Christian or Muslim). The
interlacing of the global and the local does not lead the students to a rejection of one identity in favor
of another, or to an of inferiority. Rather, it results in composite, richer self-identities, woven of

different cultural strands.

Dr Liat. Biberman-Shalev and Galia Semo

The status of humanities and STEM disciplines — student teachers’ perspectives

In Israel, as in many countries around the world, academic and school disciplines are hierarchically
organized in accordance with the distinct social and cultural status attributed to them. Status is a
sociological concept that symbolizes a measure of social values attributed to individuals, groups and
organizations on a hierarchical basis of respect, recognition and skills. In this regard, status is based
on shared social and cultural beliefs regarding who or what holds high vs. low values. These beliefs

allow unequal distribution of resources and power to be perceived as natural and just.
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global reality the status attributed to the STEM disciplines is perceived as higher than the one
attributed to the humanities disciplines. Thus, STEM disciplines are entitled to more resources and
higher rewards within the academia and the education system. In this regard, the main research
question is: How do student-teachers who expert in humanities and STEM disciplines perceive the
status attributed to the disciplines? Answering this question may contribute to the examination of the
ways to reduce the status gaps between the disciplines during the training process.

The findings of the study revealed that student-teachers were clearly aware of the distinguished
status of the disciplines. The humanistic disciplines students described low status while the STEM
disciplines students expressed a clear awareness of the high status attributed to their discipline. The
student-teachers also described how the status is reflected in their academic and professional choices.
Main conclusion is that student-teachers who expert in humanistic disciplines should take a proactive
stance by changing teaching methods and building new curricula. STEM student-teachers must be
aware of social justice and stratification implications that accompany the status of the disciplines

they are expert in and to promote equal opportunities for their students.

Professor Nurit Buchweitz

Academy, Politics, Politicization in Michel Houellebecq’s Submission

My talk explores the relations between academia and politics and the role of the intellectual elite in
public and social life through a reading of Michel Houellebecq’s novel Submission (Soumission,
2015). The speculative novel, which relates an alternative history of France in the year 2022,
recounts the process of the Islamization of universities following the Islamic Party winning the
presidential elections and taking over power. The novel is written as a university novel, a genre of
habitually comic or satirical depiction, in which the action is set within the enclosed world of a
university and highlights the follies of academic life. Submission, faithful to the author’s
postmodernist poetics of destabilization and deconstruction, problematizes the question of the
responsibility and commitment of the Humanities to society, as well as their complex relationship

with politics both within and outside the university.
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will focus on two issues of academia and politics raised in Submission that run contrary to each
other: on the one hand, the over-involvement in politics, with the debilitating impact and derivatives
of the politicization of university administration on research and teaching. On the other hand, the
under-involvement in political life, which amounts to the disengagement of the ivory tower from the
teeming reality below it, with the consequences and ramifications in terms of both social

irresponsibility as well as negative return-on-investment of government funding.

Prof. Or Arthur Hunig

The Politicization of American Colleges — Weighing the Alternative Strategies for Jewish

Communities for Dealing with 1t?

There are two completely divergent views on the issue of politicization of the social sciences and
humanities in American academia. The first view, usually of the right-wing politicians and media but
also increasingly of concerned Jewish groups and parents of students in the more left-leaning
campuses, is that the politicians must intervene to correct some of the inherent biases that exist in
academia. President Trump’s administration actually threatened to cut funding for a Middle East
studies program run by the University of North Carolina and Duke University, arguing that that it
was misusing a federal grant to advance "ideological priorities”. The second view is that politicians
should not meddle with academia due to the freedom of speech idea. The response of the left-leaning
camp is that while many professors lean left, conservative students and faculty members are not only
surviving but thriving in academe — they are largely immune from indoctrination even though they
may be frustrated from periodically having to hear a point of view which is opposite to theirs.

How have the Jewish communities coped with this new challenge of polarization? This is especially
relevant to them since the Jewish political strategy ever since the days of FDR has been to be a
member of the coalition of minorities. The Jewish organizations mainly try to prepare the Jewish
student so that he would not be confused or on the defensive in face of antisemitism or just
intersectionality ideological activity which portrays the Jews as the de-facto enemy (the privileged
whites). Hillel, AMCHA, StandWithUs, SPME, CAMERA, and more provide timely advice to

Jewish-Zionist students and their parents.
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will chart the alternative strategies available to Jewish groups and weigh their pros and cons.
Dr. Carmel paz

Israeli Civic Education textbooks and its political tendencies

This work examines the main developments in Israeli political discourse regarding citizenship and
civic education in the last twenty years. Specifically, it asks in what ways do civics high-school
textbooks reflect political ideologies. We focus mainly on the tensions inherent in Israel's dual
identities as a Jewish and as a democratic State and highlight three issues: 1) the justifications for
Israel's establishment, as shown in its Declaration of Independence; 2) different positions regarding
the optimal proportions of Judaism and democracy; 3) the new "nation-state” law.

The study uses the hermeneutic-interpretative method to analyze specific texts written in textbooks
and the official Ministry of Education documents published between 1995 to 2001 and from 2011 to

2019 regarding the issues mentioned above.

Findings indicate that from the mid-1990s, liberal ideals and terms are found in civics curriculum
and textbooks. The leading textbook focuses on human and minority rights, different aspects of Israel
as a democratic and Jewish state, and Israel's right to exist like any other nation. Thus, it presents

liberal democracy as the best form of democracy.

From the mid-2010s, we see increasing evidence of ethnonational and republican discourse,
emphasizing the Jewish people’s right to land and the State's Jewish character. Thus, the leading
textbook, teacher's guides, and curriculum highlight formal democracy. The documents also suggest
a growing need for the Ministry of Education to justify Israel's policies via its authorized books. As a

result, in some cases, republican speech covers ethnonational ideals.

However, the liberal tone of the Ministry of Education is still observed, both in the political rhetoric
in official documents and authorized civics textbooks. We conclude that liberal ideals are still crucial
to the Ministry, but political influences shifted the balance between liberal, republican, and

ethnonational objectives.
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Lana Shchetinskaia

The Evolution of Soviet Foreign Policy Expertise (1950-s-1960-s) and the Issue of Politicization

Throughout its history, and especially after the end of World War II, the Soviet Union has

implemented a wide range of institutions to provide its political establishment with foreign policy
expertise. According to Kurilla and Zhuravleva (2016), “between 1945 and mid-1950s, the USSR
mostly learned about the outside world through intelligence communities and not through academic
institutions.” Yet, in the contexts of the Cold War, the Khrushchev Thaw (the period of relative
liberalization between late 1950-s and early 1960-s), and the proclaimed policy of peaceful
coexistence, party officials realized the need for a deeper understanding of international relations,
political, economic, and social processes in the capitalist world. As a result, at the end of 1950-s-the
beginning of 1960-s, first Soviet thinks tanks emerged, marking a new era in Soviet foreign policy
research. Among them were the Institute of World Economy and International Relations and the
Institute for U.S. studies. By the end of 1960s, former CPSU Central Committee policy advisors
became founders, directors, and employees of Soviet think tanks. Party officials used works of these
advisors, political experts, and academic employees to explore policy options and back up their

decision-making.

This lecture discusses the institutional development of Soviet foreign policy research

institutions as well as the evolution of their affiliations and ideological predilections based on the
materials of the Russian State Archive of Contemporary History (RGANI). It particularly traces the
shift from research institutions simply justifying foreign policy choices of the Communist Party to
investigating policy options and producing new interpretations and strategic recommendations. The
lecture emphasizes that by interpreting the U.S. policies to the USSR political establishment, Soviet
experts contributed to constructing the image of the U.S. in the Soviet Union and identifying the

USSR’s place in international relations vis-a-vis other actors.

Dr. Irena VIadimirski



- N'NTPXN N77Inn

U TV Y NINNX

APTNRa MY APnnn M
On the
limits of academic freedom in historical retrospective.

The proposed panel deals with one of the important foundations of every academic community — the
academic freedom. Totalitarian and democratic states have their own understanding of freedom, but
academic freedom lays within the shadow sphere of the state ideology, academic institutions and the
desire on the side of the state to influence the academic community. Three presentations intend to
show historical retrospective in Russia since the late 18+ century until the end of the 20+ century.
Catherine the Great (1729-1796) was a prophet of Enlightenment and education in Russia, but the
freedom was limited and the censorship was established within the walls of the Moscow State
university. The Bolshevik Revolt of 1917 proclaimed the freedom of speech but the "knowledge for
masses” project initiated by the first edition of the Great Soviet encyclopedia (1926-1947) swiftly
switched to "knowledge is power™ concept. The second edition of the Great Soviet encyclopedia
(1949-1957) or so-called Stalinist encyclopedia provided Soviet citizens with a very dosage
ideological content. Strict demand of ideological frames limited not only the content of academic
publications but influenced the fields of academic research. Outstanding pre-revolutionary researches
were avoided to be mentioned and their works cited only through secondary sources. Young
researchers at the beginning of their academic career should think twice about their academic
preferences and choices in order to stay a part of academic community. The existing model of
financial support of academic institutions (colleges, universities, national academy, etc.) and their
dependence on the state financial support makes them subject to ideological manipulations and

limitation of academic freedom.
Panel participants:
Dr. Irena Vladimirsky, Achva Academic College, Israel
Prof. Elena Marasinova, Moscow State University, Russia

Prof. Maria Krotova, Saint Petersburg State University of Economy, Russia

Prof Sara. Zamir
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Education and Patriotism

A review of contemporary college and university curriculums for teaching civic education reveals
three main components: Disciplinary knowledge, pedagogy, and didactics. Those academic training
programs seem to reflect the perception of the " the professional teacher”, who is knowledgeable and
controls teaching skills rather than "the moral educator” who copes with overt and tacit values.

The presentation will follow one specific value, "patriotism", and analyze its characteristics in a civic

education anthology as a demonstration of critically teaching a controversial value.

Civics education is the tool through which a state endeavors to shape its students as citizens ‘in its
own image’. Unlike totalitarian countries, in which civics education involves political indoctrination,
education systems in democratic countries, such as in Israel, must cope with two contradictory goals
- teaching a patriotic commitment to the country on the one hand, and independent, critical thinking

based on humanistic and universal values on the other.

The goal of the study has been to see whether or not patriotic motifs can be found in Israeli high

school civics studies, based on the new civics' curriculum.

A combined content analysis of the second edition of the Being Citizens in Israel textbook (2016),
which is based on the new curriculum, shows that there were eight instances of patriotic motifs. Half
of them (4) stand on their own merit and the other half (4) include an attempt to balance out the other
patriotic motifs and place them in a humanistic-universal context. The abovementioned findings
show that the book contains a relatively small number of patriotism-related utterances and
furthermore, that the styling and phrasing used is constructivist patriotism which supports its own

nation but also respects and protects the rights of others.



